By Both Faith and Works 



Something that God has wonderfully illuminated my understanding of is 
how both faith and works must be evident in the lives of the Christian. 
One without the other is not sufficient because they complement each 
other and work together by design. I would like to share two examples 
to make the meaning plain for all who have ears to hear and eyes to 




see. 



Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the 
law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have 
believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by 

the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no 
flesh be justified. 
Galatians 2:16(KJV)0 

I want to introduce you to two men, both of whom want to be policemen. The first is a man who went to the 
police academy and fulfilling all the requirements to be a policeman was issued a badge. That badge represents 
his position and authority and is what justifies his actions. Everything that this officer does is not under his own 
authority but that of his commander. Now what kind of police officer would this man be if he had all the training, 
knowledge and of course that badge but once he was on the job never lifted a finger to keep the law or do any 
good works? 

For not the hearers of the law are just before God, but the doers of the law shall be 
justified. 

Romans 2:13 (KJV) 

For the Christian Christ is that badge, that authority. We go out into the world in His Name, not our own. It is 
our faith in Christ our commander that justifies us before the Father, but we are justified before both Christ and 
men by our works. When the Christian does good works and keeps the Law written on their heart it is counted 
as righteousness just as the good job that a police officer does goes on their record. You can study this in depth 
in Romans 4. There are rewards and accolades for the Christian who does good works and keeps the Law. 

Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; 
but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. Many will say to me in that 
day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out 
devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto 
them, I never knewyou: depart from me, ye that work iniquity. 
Matthew 7:21-23 (KJV) O 

Now let's look at another fellow. He always wanted to be a police officer but was not willing to go to the 
academy and submit himself to be under the authority of another. He wanted it his way; he reasoned in his own 
mind that he was a lot better at keeping the law and doing good works on his own terms. Now let me ask you, 
does doing good things and keeping the Law make you a police officer? 



Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone. Yea, a man may say, Thou hast 
faith, and I have works: shew me thy faith without thy works, and I will shew thee my 
faith by my works. 
James 2:17-18 (KJV) © 

We have a popular idiom that fits this situation perfectly "Don't put the cart before the horse". It is only our 
saving faith in Jesus Christ that makes our good deeds mean something. Keeping the Law that is written on our 
hearts alone will not justify us before the Father; it will not get us where we need to go just as that cart is not 
budging an inch without a horse to pull it. Likewise faith in Christ is only a potential; it is dead if we never put it to 
any good use. This was the sin of the unprofitable servant of Matthew 25. 

I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me. 
Philippians 4:13 (KJV) © 

But with Christ who justifies us by our faith in Him we can do all things. With Christ our good works will justify 
us before men. Without Christ we can do nothing and go nowhere, but when we 'hitch our cart' to Christ we can 
do anything! 

And by him all that believe are justified from all things, from which ye could not be 
justified by the Law of Moses. 
Acts 13:39 (KJV)© 

Hear the words of Christ on this matter. We must have a personal relationship with Him; on Judgment Day it will 
not matter in the least how many wonderful works we've done in our life. There is a separate judgment of our 
works and those who know the Son will be rewarded greatly according to them, but the works of those who 
never knew the Son will all be for naught. 



